Sir Wilfrid Laurier Elementary
School

7350 Laurel St.
Vancouver, BC, V6P 3T9

Phone: (604) 713-4925
Fax: (604) 713-4927

Sir Wilfrid Laurier Elementary School
Minutes of Parent Advisory Council (PAC) Meeting

Date: March 11, 2025 (Tuesday) Venue: Laurier Library

Present:
Ms. Geri Gruft(Principal) Miriam Leung (Co-Treasurer)
Rahul Aggarwal (Chair) Carolyn Yeung (Secretary)

Debra Locke (Events Coordinator)
Margaret Lung (Co-Treasurer)

The meeting was called to order by Rahul Aggarwal at 6:34pm.

Felix Li (Hot Lunch Co-Coordinator)

Agenda Details Action Item
Item
1| Approval of | Rahul Moved by Rahul, seconded by Miriam. Motion carried. Agenda
meeting approved.
agenda and Minutes
last approved.
meeting
minutes.
2 | Financial Margaret e See financial report summary Motion moved
report e School dance profit ~$240 by Margaret to
e Hot Lunch profit on track except 2 Fridays cancelled | cover $1000
e Direct Appeal TBD, as of March 4 $2270 gardening
[ ]

Gaming Account:
o $1000 for Grade 7 graduation
o $4200 for basketball hoops
o $1000 to SOAR committee
e Motion moved by Margaret to cover $1000 for
gardening supplies from the general account instead
of the gaming account due to Gaming grant
specifications.
e Review of remaining budget spend for the remainder
of the year.

supplies from
the general
account instead
of the gaming
account.
Seconded by
Rahul. Motion
passed.
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Land
acknowled
gement +
Principal’s
report

Geri

Land Acknowledgement

Learning updates went out on March 10.

Shared goals: Literacy, student agency and
Indigenous education.

Student-led conferences: April 23-24, with early
dismissal at 2pm on both dates.

VSB grounds report - in December, a large tree fell
during a storm onto the tennis courts. A grounds
arborist has assessed the health of the trees on site,
and they are OK. Trees have been pruned to improve
lines of sight across the grounds for safety.

Recent earthquake - students knew what to do, and
followed the protocol. No damage or injuries
sustained. Student release was set up. 1 teacher did
not hear the announcement (will need to look into
why the announcement was not heard in that area of
the building)

Concerns re: snow clearing and ice build-up during
the snowstorms this Winter - Grounds staff said
there are priority areas laid out. Snow plan was
developed before the South Building became part of
Laurier. The pathway between the Main and South
building was not cleared - this has been rectified,
now included as a priority area.

o The 59th Avenue sidewalk was also not
cleared.

o Salting the basketball court was not a
priority area - Ms. Geri tried to salt this area
on her own.

Grounds updates/plants:

o Fixing the concrete pathway next to the
portable.

o Setting up new basketball hoop

Grade 7 celebration - Kate (Grade 7 parent) is
helping to organize.

The students just had a performance from Black Dog
String Quartet.

Ms. Geri is thinking about coordinating the DJ for a
Friday afternoon of dance during school for all the
students to participate.

Questions:

o Ms. Chung is on leave for an indefinite period
of time. What is the plan for covering music
education in her absence?

m There were substitutes this week.
May not have music knowledge.

Geri to check
with VSB
Grounds
regarding leaf
removal and
snow removal
on the 59th
Avenue south
border of the
school property.
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m  Working on longer-term coverage if
needed for next week and beyond,
ideally with music background.

o Do the teachers need to know French to
teach French to the intermediate students?

m No, not necessarily. The teachers are
all generalists.

PAC
Programs,
Events &
Fundraisin

g

Rahul

e Direct appeal - rethink for September, perhaps
including a flyer at the beginning of the year.
Concern re: donation fatigue with upcoming
Read-a-thon. Should we have 1 last push for direct
appeal in May?

e First Aid kits (Canadian Safety Supplies) - perhaps
can consider after the Read-a-thon. Need prices,
order time lag, etc.

e T-shirts - sales have completed. Likely another sales
period prior to Sports Day.

e Read-A-Thon (Debra) - planning to run from April

1-30. Will provide a handout to all students prior to

Spring Break. Reminder to go out to kids on March

31.

Bike to School week - defer for next meeting.

Summer Mixer - defer for next meeting.

Sports Day - planned for May 23.

Website and PAC subscription list
o presently have ~40 people on the list.

o check with Shela (web designer) re:
accessing the list

o will need a Master Email to be able to reach
all the parents

o Isthere an app to help post simultaneously
across different social media platforms and
website to work of cross-posting

o Can we include a QR code in the next school
newsletter for individuals to subscribe?

e Churchill’s Spring Purdy’s fundraiser - we do not
have the capacity to promote this.

e Hot Lunch (Felix) -

o Chef Hung cancelled the remainder of their
orders due to restructuring.

o Libby’s Kitchen will be offered on Fridays
next term to fill the Chef Hung days, though
Wednesday menu will differ from Friday
menu.

Ms. Geri to
provide PAC
with vendor
name/info, so
PAC can check
on prices and
timeline.

Ms. Geri to see
if there are any
teacher
sponsors for
Read-a-Thon.

Debra wil print
Read-a-Thon
forms to be
distributed
before end of
term (this
week) - 430
students.
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o Plan to review sales items and update menus.
Accounts on Munch-a-lunch have been
updated as well.

o Next Fall term - aiming to review healthier
options, different options. Looking at
education regarding nutritional information.

o Consider a sustainable milk program for the
school.

o Struggling for volunteers - trying to
brainstorm sustainable options. Try to
engage with parents, especially Kindergarten

parents.
o Hot Lunch survey - results pending.
- Comment/suggestion -

- Maybe consider having a bulletin board to
post events/flyers

Motion to end the meeting was moved by Rahul, seconded by Margaret. Motion carried. Meeting was
adjourned at 7:50pm.

Next Meeting: May meeting in the Laurier Library on Tuesday May 20, 2025 at 6:30pm (AGM)
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